The AIMS meeting is not
only a great way to connect
with colleagues and future
collaborators, it also pro-

Organizing a meeting takes a lot of work. When you are a non-profit organization,
you must rely on the support of sponsors to host events. Until you know the level of
your support, your budget cannot be confirmed making it difficult to plan for expenses
such as room reservations, catering, student awards, honorariums and printing fees. It
is also important to know how many attendees to expect to correctly estimate the
amount of catering needed or venue space required. Support your local microscopy
chapter and register as a member/attendee or sponsor of the event soon!
http://azmicroscopy.org/membership-account/membership-levels/
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Why should you attend an AIMS Conference?
 Learn what types of microscopy are going on in Arizona
 Learn about new advances in microscopy
 Meet future collaborators and microscopy vendors
 Students can win poster awards
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Welcome back to another great
year of microscopy! Its been a long
time, but this year we will again host
the annual conference in Flagstaff.
You are all welcome to attend our
meeting on Friday March 13, 2015 in
beautiful Flagstaff Arizona at the
Northern Arizona University campus in
the Dubois Center Ballroom. Due to
the long commute for many of our
members, the event will start a little
later, beginning at 11:30am and running until 5:30pm. On page 2 you will
find the tentative agenda. Vendors
will be able to access the Dubois Center Ballroom beginning at 10:30am to
set up.
Registration for the conference is a
two step process. You must first register for membership online at
www.azmicroscopy.org at the student,
individual or corporate level then register for free admission to the AIMS
conference. Corporate members have
the option to register at various sponsorship levels. Gold level and above

Include a table at the conference
Again this year, vendors who sponsor
at the Platinum level will have first
choice of their table location at the
event.
During the meeting there will be a
student poster session. Students are
encouraged to register and present
their work. There will be prizes for the
best biological and best materials
based posters.
Finally I want to thank our ASU
board members, Page Baluch, Chuck
Kazilek and Peter Crozier, for putting
on a great conference last year at the
Arizona State University Tempe Campus. Our next 2016 meeting will be
held at the University of Arizona.
I look forward to seeing you in March!
Sincerely,
Aubrey Funke
2015 AIMS President

Corporate
Sponsors
AIMS is a non-profit organization. Events we
host are possible because of sponsorship.
Vendors are encouraged
to sponsor our yearly
meeting at the levels
listed below.

Benefits of being an
AIMS member :












Belong to a Chapter
of the Microscopy
Society of America
Receive the biannual AIMS newsletter
Registration to the
annual meeting is
free with membership.
Keep current on
new advancements
in microscopy
Belong to a network
of Arizona Microscopists
It is inexpensive to
be a member:
Students Members
$5
Regular members
$10

:
March 13th , 2015 Northern Arizona University
Debois Center Ballroom

Check-In
| 10:30 - 11:30a.m. |

Opening remarks
Aubrey Funke - AIMS President
| 11:30 - 11:45a.m. |
Jim Clark, Chief Mechanical Engineer for the Navy Precision Optical
Interferometer, Flagstaff, AZ
| 11:45 - 12:45p.m. |
Buffet Lunch – Debois Ballroom
| 12:45 - 2:00p.m. |
Jeanette Killius, Microscopy Society of America President, Department of
Anatomy and Neurobiology at Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED)
| 2:00 - 3:00p.m. |
Afternoon Break/Vendor Exhibits/Poster Session
| 3:00 - 3:45p.m. |
Rob Diller, NAU, Department of Biological Sciences, Flagstaff, AZ
| 3:45 - 4:45p.m. |
Student Awards and Announcements
| 4:45 - 5:00p.m. |

All undergraduate, graduate or postdoctoral students who use microscopy to visualize their research are invited to present their work at the AIMS conference poster session. We will have at
least two $100 awards this year, donated by our Platinum sponsors, for the best posters in the category of either physical or life sciences. Your abstract must be submitted through the AIMS website
or emailed to Aubrey Funke (aubrey.funke@nau.edu) by Friday March 6th to be included in the
conference program. Below are the guidelines for the poster design and award evaluation.
Student Poster Guidelines:
 Applicants must be or have been an undergraduate, graduate or postdoctoral student during
the academic year of the meeting.
 The work must consist of original research authored by the participant and be co-authored by
his/her advisor.
 The poster must be formatted to fit within an area of 48 inches wide by 36 inches high.
 The poster should contain: title, author and affiliation, abstract, introduction, methods and materials, results, discussion, figures and legends, and references.
Award Evaluation Criteria [The AIMS judges will use the following criteria to evaluate student posters.]
 Scientific merit
 Soundness of the research proposal
 Experimental design and thoroughness of investigation
 Validation of conclusions
 Application of microscopy/microanalysis in answering the experimental question
 Quality of micrographs/images/data
 Presentation
 Response to questions
 Diversity of instrumentation and technique
 Clarity and quality of writing
 Grammatical correctness

Business Meeting
Annual Society general meeting – open to the public
| 5:00 - 5:50p.m. |

NAU Interactive Map: https://www2.nau.edu/nau-map/
Flagstaff Hotels: http://www.flagstaff.com/hotels-near-nau
Dubois Center Ballroom: http://nau.edu/Student-Unions/Ballroom/
Flagstaff Restaurants: http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g60971-Flagstaff_Arizona.html
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Basic corporate
membership: $60,
includes link on the
AIMS website
Gold membership:
$200, includes a table at the annual
meeting and link on
the AIMS website.
Platinum membership: $500, includes
a poster award
named after the
sponsor, first choice
of table location at
the annual meeting,
advertisement in the
conference program
and link on the AIMS
website.

If you are interested in
being a sponsor for our
annual meeting you can
register directly online
through paypal or contact
sales@azmicroscopy.org
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Did you know that each year AIMS sponsors the Ugly Bug
Contest? SEM images of various bugs are scanned
and colorized then assembled into really cool posters, educational activities and coloring pages for kids. We kick the
event off each year at the Flagstaff Festival of Science.
For more information check out:
http://askabiologist.asu.edu/activities/ubc
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